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that prevailed at the end of the war, and resulted in the most
humiliating surrender in the whole sea history of the world,

The Lurcher and Firedrake entered Harwich at 3 a.m. on the
29th August in a thick fog. The wounded were taken to the
yacht Liberty, which her owner, Lord Tredegar, had fitted out
as a hospital ship. She was staffed and equipped by St. Mary's
Hospital with every conceivable up-to-date appliance, so the
prisoners were fortunate. I believe some wonderful operations
were performed and marvellous recoveries were made.

The captain of the Cressy, off which we lay while the un-
wounded prisoners were transferred, could tell me nothing
about the action, the casualties we had sustained, or whether
we had lost any vessels. For some hours I was horribly anxious
about Tyrwhitt and the Aretbusa as I could get no answer to
my signals to him, though mine apparently reached him through
a consort.

It happened that I had met the only two destroyers which
had been seriously damaged, and when I learnt that the captain
of one was killed and the other severely wounded, and that
both had suffered a number of casualties, I feared that the flotillas
must have had a very bad time. They also knew nothing
about the fate of other vessels, and it was not until I went on
board the Maidstone at 3.30 a.m., feeling very unhappy, that
I heard what had happened.

" I was met by Waistell, who was full of congratulations,"
my diary records. " I was feeling too sick for words until he
assured me no ships were lost or seriously damaged, losses
were not heavy, and it had been hailed as a great success in
the Press of the night before, as in addition to the Mam% two
other German cruisers had been sunk by the battle cruisers,
and a destroyer early in the action, and a number of other German
vessels had been severely damaged. Still I felt sick; I had seen
and done practically nothing, and I felt so strongly that if we
had only known that Goodenough's light cruisers were there,
and could have arranged for their co-operation, we ought to
have destroyed a number of enemy vessels, without bringing
in our battle cruisers."

Our losses amounted to no more than 32 killed and 60
wounded; no ship was seriously damaged, and much to my
relief, all the submarines returned on the 29th. In the low